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Who is Nellie McClung?
● On October 20, 1873, Chatsworth, Ontario, a little girl, Nellie Letita McClung 

was born. Little did we know, this little girl was about to bring a drastic change to 

the lives of women! Nellie was known for her vigorous public speeches, several 

books, and she amazed audiences with her quick wit and legitimate interest in 

people and their problems. She fought that women should be recognized as 

“persons” in the government.



Nellie’s home

This is where Nellie McClung grew up, 
on her homestead near what is now 
called The County of Grey.



Growing up:
● In 1880, her family moved to a homestead in western Manitoba, an area very far from a 

school until she was ten years old! Despite a late start in school, she earned her teaching 

certificate at 16 years old! A few years later, Nellie married a pharmacist, Robert Clung, and 

had five children! Nellie moved to Winnipeg in 1911 where she was more politically active, 

engaging herself in things such as votes and legal rights for women, as well as working 

conditions in factories. Nellie also published her first novel, “Sowing seeds in Danny”, which 

later became a bestseller! 

A homestead



In 1914, Nellie and her family moved to Edmonton, and she continued to be 

involved in Feminist causes.In 1916, women got the right to vote in 

provincial elections. In 1921, Nellie was elected as a liberal MLA for 

Edmonton! She was closely defeated in the 1926 election, so she went back 

to her writing, authoring 16 novels as well as numerous short stories, and 

even a news column! 
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Nellie’s books
Nellie’s short stories and news 

column



There was a crucial moment in the suffrage campaign 

during 1914, when Nellie and others were fed up with 

the arrogant attitude of some politicians. They rented a 

theater and put on a mock trial in Manitoba to debate 

the question, “Should men have the right to vote?”, 

and fought for equality.They used their strongest 

weapon–humor! They showed how it would be like if 

women were in charge and why men should not vote. 

It was highly successful, thanks to the lovely 

impersonations made by Nellie McClung. They later 

performed the show in Winnipeg. It was not surprising 

that two years later in 1916, Montreal became the first 

province in Canada to grant women the vote and be 

able to run for office.

The Mock Parliament



Nellie was also part of The Famous Five. 

“The Famous Five” were five important 

women who fought for women's rights. They 

all signed a petition asking for women to 

count as persons and showed various 

governments in Canada. In 1929, the Privy 

Council ruled that of course, Canadian 

women are persons! (There were two 

exceptions: in Quebec, women couldn't vote; 

and in New Brunswick, women could not 

hold political office.) Finally, all her hard 

work flourished . Success at last!

Nellie moved to Victoria where she became 

the first female member of the CBC Board of 

Governors in 1936. She continued to write 

and make remarkable speeches until her death 

in 1951.

The Famous Five

The petition



—Nellie L. McClung

“Never react, never explain, never apologize. 

Get the thing done and let them howl.”

Nellie’s achievements were amazing and can be partly explained by her 

favorite                                                                                                                     

motto
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How Nellie McClung inspired me:
Nellie helped the Canadian Community by helping 

women have the right to vote: 

I would love to contribute to my community by 

becoming a Developmental Doctor. I would love to 

uplift children during onerous times in their lives, 

and so they can continue to be motivated throughout 

their lives and have a bright future ahead of them. 

Currently, I am trying to donate to hospitals and 

charities by putting up garage sales and donating the 

money I earn to them,  volunteering at hospitals, and 

giving away clothes and supplies to foster cares. I 

strongly believe that this would have a great impact 

on those kids and bring more happiness to their lives 

because they rarely get new supplies.



Public speeches:

After hearing how Nellie made public 

speeches to help women, and made huge 

differences with her speeches, I decided 

to make public speeches too. Now, in 

community centers, malls, Parks, and 

other public spaces, I like to make 

speeches that help the community too. 

The speeches I make I intend to have an 

effect or help the people and 

environment.

How Nellie McClung inspired me:



Writing about my experiences:

Nellie wrote about her story and path to 

reaching success. I want to  write about 

how important it is to keep reaching for 

your  goals, and I think a perfect way to do 

this would be by making a blog and 

YouTube channel! I would post interviews 

of people who failed but kept on reaching 

for their goals and ended up with great 

success in the end to help motivate other 

people on pursuing their dreams, no matter 

what!

How Nellie McClung inspired me:



Nellie debated for what she wanted.

Nellie has inspired me to participate in 

debating events because she could fight on her 

behalf for what she wanted and it used a 

strategy of skill, not luck. I would love to 

debate for what I believe should matter too. 

Debating is a perfect way to do that. I could 

prepare, and most importantly, use a strategy 

to help me win, and at the same time I could 

get what I wanted.

How Nellie McClung inspired me:



My Main Take-Away
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Nellie also made me recognize one very important main 

factor. Women are no less capable of things than men. I 

loved her favorite motto because it really helped motivate 

me when I was afraid to share my ideas in group projects, 

but as I kept reminding myself of Nellie's motto, I learned 

to not be afraid of sharing my ideas and taking hold of 

important jobs. Now, I love sharing my ideas and taking 

hold of important jobs, with no lack of confidence!
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